
Public Notice
April 29, 2021
Contact: Leonard Notah (505) 863-8287, Leonard.Notah@bia.gov

GALLUP, NM (Navajo Nation) - The Bureau of Indian Affairs is seeking additional public comments to
develop an Integrated Weed Management Plan and Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) to
control noxious weeds across the Navajo Nation. This project has been in development since 2012, with the
Notice of Intent (NOI) published in the Federal Register on January 14, 2013 and Public Scoping completed on
March 20, 2013. The plan and PEIS analysis were delayed after scoping was completed and are currently being
updated. Due to this delay, BIA is requesting public comment to determine if there are any additional relevant
issues that would influence the scope of the environmental analysis, including the alternatives.

The Navajo Indian Reservation lands are infested with noxious weeds that have social and economic impacts on
the Navajo Nation. The BIA, in partnership with cooperating agencies, is developing an integrated weed
management plan to prevent, control, reduce, and eliminate the detrimental impacts of weed infestations
throughout the reservation. The proposed action would authorize new treatments of noxious weed infestations
throughout the Navajo Nation. Mitigation measures were developed with Navajo Nation Environmental
Protection Agency, Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
protect air and water quality and listed and sensitive wildlife species during weed treatments. The number of
infestations and amount of acreage treated will be determined by annual funding allocations for project
implementation.

The various methods of noxious weed control considered for the integrated weed management plan include, but
are limited to, manual, mechanical, cultural, biological, and herbicide treatments. The BIA will not be
considering the use of dicamba as an option for chemical treatment due to the June 8, 2020 Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) cancellation order for dicamba use. The BIA identified the following resources to
evaluate the effect of the proposed action: surface and ground water, soils, air, environmental justice
considerations, cultural and historic resources, biological resources, public health, resource use, and
socioeconomics.

Tribal consultations are being conducted in accordance with the Department of the Interior’s Consultation
Policy. Tribal concerns will be given due consideration, including impacts on Indian trust assets. Federal, State,
and local agencies, along with other stakeholders that may be interested in or affected by the BIA’s decision on
this project are invited to comment and, if eligible, may request to participate as a cooperating agency.

During the next 30 days, ending on May 29, 2021, the public is invited to provide feedback using the Comment
Form posted on the BIA Navajo Region Integrated Weed Management Plan website:

https://www.bia.gov/regional-offices/navajo/navajo-nation-integrated-weed-management-plan
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